Div II Portfolio Information

The portfolio: The portfolio as a whole should hang together as a representation of your aspirations, goals, efforts and accomplishments in Div II.  Imagine that someone who is not one of your committee members is reading through it. It should communicate what your Div II is (what the central questions, fields of inquiry, goals are), how you went about addressing this (through course work, other activities), what changes might have occurred in your thinking about the project, what challenges you faced and how you addressed them. It should make clear how you satisfied the goals you and your committee agreed to, and how you satisfied requirements such as CEL2 and MCP. It should also contain all the information your committee will need to evaluate your Div II progress and write your Div II eval. Don't make us go hunting for clarity/explanation/information on the Hub!

The portfolio should include:

1) Your most up-to-date contract

2) A list of all the classes and learning activities that are part of your Div II, preferably in chronological order

3) Your retrospective essay

4) A brief essay on how you fulfilled you multiple cultural perspective

5) Documentation of your CEL2 activities (original goes to Central Records)

6) A transcript and an evaluation of each class/learning activity that is part of your div II (clearly marked), with the course evaluation (print off the Hub).

7) Representative course work from a variety of different classes. When picking this work consider things that you mention in your retrospective essay, and pieces that represent a diversity of academic skills/subjects. Please include copies of work that include professor’s comments. 

Your retrospective essay:

This is the guide to the entire portfolio. It does much of the work of transforming a collection of classes and learning activities into a coherent, planned, exploration of a topic/question/field. It also is the 'story' of your academic transformations over the course of Div II. Start by reading over your contract - especially the description of your div II, and your course evaluations. Then think about how you currently think about the Div II. Also think about the picture of you as a student painted by those evaluations, whether they show change over time in various areas, what they say about strengths, weaknesses, areas where more work is required.  In your retrospective you should discuss the central questions/fields of inquiry and goals of the Div II; how these might have changed over the course of Div II and why; what you learned (things that you thought would be easy but were hard, things you struggled with and overcame, things you thought you would love/hate, but ended up hating/loving, that sort of thing); how you assess your progress on your own academic goals as well as skills such as writing, research, quantitative, other skills. And, lastly, how Div II has prepared you for div III. You don't need a detailed description of your Div III plans, but a few sentences describing your current thoughts on it would be good. Remember that this is a guide to the entire portfolio, so if you describe writing a paper that really transformed your thinking on something, include the paper. If you say that your analytic writing skills improved, put some work in the portfolio that illustrates that. Also remember that this should focus on your academic - not personal - life. This is the story of a piece of your academic explorations and development. Lengths vary, but I would say 7-9 pages is about average.

Multiple cultural perspectives essay:

This can be a subsection of your retrospective or a separate piece; your choice. Take a couple of paragraphs or more, depending, to describe how your fulfilled the multiple cultural perspectives requirement in Div II. If you took several classes, or wrote papers, that explored relevant themes, or something else, knit these experiences together and discuss what perspective(s) you explored, and how that enhanced or altered your thinking about your Div II as a whole. 

Please write a draft of the essay and send it to your advisors before finalizing it for the portfolio. It is not uncommon for the essay to have to go through a couple of drafts.

* Prepare a set of portfolios, one for each member of your committee, and give them to the committee at least one week before the set final exam date. Discuss the format and specifics of your portfolio with your committee prior to the submission.

